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PRIDEFEST 2015 
Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [5.26 pm]: I rise tonight to acknowledge Pridefest 2015, the 
Pride Festival program, all the people who participated in the events, and all of the volunteers who have done so 
much over the last month or so to make Pridefest a fantastic series of events and a great celebration.  

The program was launched over a month ago. It was an exciting, diverse and culturally rich program with so 
many activities that I have lost count. The program coordinators particularly deserve huge congratulations. I was 
also honoured to be invited to participate in drinks here at Parliament hosted by Hon Helen Morton, 
Hon Lynn MacLaren, Hon Jacqui Boydell and Hon Stephen Dawson to meet with community members. It was 
a really lovely evening with so many of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and/or intersex community able to 
participate in the event. It was a lovely cross-party event. The first cross-party LGBTI Pride event that I attended 
in the Parliament of Western Australia was in 2001. Then, as a very green community member—“green” as in 
not very experienced—I was incredibly thrilled to be invited to Parliament House. I am really pleased that 
tradition has continued; a tradition started by, I think, John Hyde, Hon Louise Pratt and Hon Giz Watson. The 
first one that I attended was hosted by Hon Jim McGinty. I am so pleased that the community still has an 
opportunity to participate. 

There were so many parts to the program that it is difficult for me to touch on them all, but I will highlight the 
Pride Parade that was held last Saturday. I had the pleasure of joining the Leader of the Opposition, 
Mark McGowan, to march through the streets of Northbridge with Rainbow Labor as part of the Pridefest 2015 
Pride Parade. Lesbian and Gay Pride WA Inc has been a part of the Western Australian community since 1989. 
It grew out of a community movement protesting laws that actively discriminated against members of the 
LGBTI community. It evolved to incorporate a festival and an events calendar that I described earlier today. This 
year marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Pride Festival and of the Pride Parade. The theme was paint the 
city silver. The participants in last Saturday’s parade certainly embraced that theme with silver glitter, silver 
body paint and silver sequins. There were over 50 decorated floats and around 2 000 participants marched their 
way through Northbridge with Olympic gold medallist Matthew Mitcham as a special guest of honour. We 
received such a fantastic response with Rainbow Labor as we marched. I think part of the reason we were so 
warmly received was that Labor has been a true party of equality across the country. In 1989, homosexuality was 
decriminalised in Western Australia. In 2001, Western Australia received adoption, fertility and parenting rights, 
the equal age of consent and discrimination protection. Significant reforms took place in this Parliament around 
state relationship recognition and equality, and in 2008, there was federal equality for same-sex couples.  
I think it is really important to acknowledge the hard work of the Pride committee, all of whom are volunteers 
who give a huge amount of their time. I would like to congratulate Andrew Barker, president; Michelle Rogers, 
senior vice president; Graham Lovelock, vice president; Marcus Remta, secretary; Colin McDonald, treasurer; 
Amy Henderson, Karron Swinn, Nicole Corbett, Maryanne Wilson and Danny Tan. Lastly, I would like to thank 
and congratulate the hundreds of volunteers who made the Pride festival and the Pride parade such a success that 
it was.  

House adjourned at 5.31 pm 
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